
Minutes of a meeting of the Arts, Events and Heritage Committee held at 7.00pm on 
Monday 5 July 2021 in the Carnegie Civic and Community Centre, Warren Avenue, 
Stapleford.  
 
Present: Cllrs R Bofinger, S Frost, P Hallam-Davies, J Hawkins, R MacRae, T 
Needham and S Paterson. 
 
In attendance:  S Doherty (Town Clerk), J Elliott and A Khan (LLeisure) 
 

AEH2021/18  Apologies for absence 
Apologies had been received from Cllr N Bradley.  Cllr P 
Hallam-Davies would act as his substitute. 

AEH2021/19  Declarations of Interest 
Cllr S Paterson declared a non-pecuniary interest as a Member 
of Broxtowe Borough Council and a Director of LLeisure. 

AEH2021/20  Minutes of a previous meeting 
Clarity was sought from a Cllr as to what should be included in 
the minutes as it was felt that a decision had been missed out.  It 
was confirmed that there had been no vote on the item in 
question which had been just a noting item.  The issue 
discussed had been taken under advisement by the Town 
Mayor, to be considered further outside of the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2021 be 
confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

AEH2021/21  Christmas Event Planning 
a) Main Switch-on Event as managed by LLeisure 
Cllrs discussed the best date to select and considered some of 
the issues that had occurred at the 2019 event which could 
possibly be improved upon.  Feedback had been received that 
people felt safer having the road closure in place.  It was agreed 
that a steering group to include businesses and community 
groups would be the best way to manage the event as in 
previous years. 
 
RESOLVED:  That a steering group be formed with the first 
meeting to be held within the next few weeks.  Town Clerk to 
suggest a suitable date in consultation with Councillors.  
LLeisure to organise the participants. 
 
b) Town Mayor Award for best dressed Shop Window 
A Councillor confirmed that Stapleford Community Group did not 
want the Town Council to be involved in the Christmas Window 
competition as it had been last year.  Cllrs considered that the 
Town Council should be involved in celebrating businesses and 
that a Town Mayor Award was still something that they wished 
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to offer.  It was suggested that the Town Council could do its 
own unrelated Town Mayor award which praised a shop for its 
window dressings across the year.  This could be presented at 
the Annual Town Meeting as one of the last acts of the Town 
Mayor before the new one was elected at the May Annual Town 
Council meeting. 
 
RESOLVED:  That a Town Mayor Award for the best dressed 
shop of the year be established to be given at the Annual Town 
Meeting. 
 
c) Christmas Card Design Competition 
RESOLVED:  That this competition be continued, Town Clerk to 
arrange dates and advertising. 

AEH2021/22  Events Planner 
Councillors considered the plans for the remaining events for the 
year and put forward additional ideas. The Clerk reminded about 
the Welcome Back Fund ideas and that these were in progress 
but awaiting sign off. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the event planner be noted. 

AEH2021/23  Events Debrief 
Cllrs considered the following events and discussed what went 
well and what could be improved for next year. 
a) Sustainable Stapleford 
A big thank you was given to everyone who had been involved 
with this event.  It was felt that it had gone really well for a first 
time event and there had been some really positive feedback 
from participants.  One issue that had occurred was the BT 
outage which had meant there was no internet access to allow 
collection of carbon footprint data.  Potentially this could just be 
done online instead. 
 
The launch of the Green Business Awards had been limited as 
the officer from the Borough had been unable to attend and 
unfortunately the Trent University workshop planned for the 8th 
September had now been cancelled as not enough businesses 
had signed up to attend.  This would be potentially resurrected 
at a later date. 
 
The recycling collection point had been really well used and it 
was hoped that more local groups that collected recycling could 
be connected with so closer working could be achieved. 
 
It was suggested that more information should be put on the 
website and that the schools be involved for next year.  This 
would necessitate looking at an earlier date before the end of 
term.  This year had been difficult in terms of advertising as it 



 
 

3 
 

wasn’t certain if it would be able to go ahead, but hopefully for 
next year this would be less of an issue and so early information 
could be put out. 
 
It was commented that some of the posts sharing the event 
continued to use the first poster rather than the updated one, 
although it was unclear where this was being picked up from but 
the poster on the Council’s website hadn’t been updated either.  
It was also pointed out that there weren’t many photos put online 
after the event.  The Clerk confirmed that she was planning to 
do a ‘summer round up’ as she had not had opportunity to 
celebrate the event before moving onto advertising the next one 
and there were several events which needed to be publicised. 
 
b) Afternoon Tea with the Mayor 
The Chairman confirmed that this event had been really 
successful and praised and thanked the ladies that had set up 
as the room had looked amazing. 
 
Cllrs confirmed that feedback had been positive with the only 
complaint being that one lady’s chair had been too close to the 
back of another. 
 
It was suggested that a Mayor’s certificate of thanks to those 
who donated items would be a nice touch. 
 
c) Garden Competition 
The Chairman confirmed that, in his role as Town Mayor, he had 
thoroughly enjoyed going to all of the gardens and had been 
really impressed with the standard.  He had particularly enjoyed 
the new young gardener category and the talents of the 
youngsters that had entered this year.  He gave thanks to all the 
entrants. 
 
Some queries that had been received was on the guidelines for 
garden sizes and it was felt that some sizing information would 
be helpful. 
 
The Clerk reported that the change of judging dates had brought 
in complaints from some regular entrants as they were 
concerned that their gardens were not at their best by the end of 
July.  Although people had been asked to put in a date on the 
form for a best time to judge there had been none provided.  It 
was agreed that the awards ceremony continue to be held in 
September and perhaps 2 dates be offered for judging so that 
entrants could tick their preference. 
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RESOLVED:   
a) That the Clerk, in consultation with Cllr Hawkins and the 
Chairman, provide some suggested guidelines to a future 
meeting of the Committee for approval. 
b) That the entry form be updated to allow selection from 2 
options for timeframe of judging. 
 

i)Add ‘Open Gardens’ tour 
It had been suggested by some of the entrants this year 
that it would be nice to have an ‘open gardens’ tour 
related to the competition.  Cllrs discussed the possibility 
and, in relation to a query, it was confirmed that the 
people taking part in the tour would not necessarily be 
garden competition entrants as not everyone wished to 
have their garden judged but would enjoy ‘showing it off’ 
to others.  Timing could be set to fall in between the dates 
for the judging of the garden competition. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Council promote an Open 
Gardens Tour. 
 
ii) Combine with East Midlands in Bloom entry 
The Clerk advised that this was something that had been 
agreed to pursue at a Council meeting but no progress 
had been made to date.  This would need a lot of 
planning and inclusion from the community as the Council 
could not do this project alone.   
 
RESOLVED:  That an ‘In Bloom’ Steering Group be set 
up to include representatives from residents, community 
groups and businesses to work towards entering the 
Town into the East Midlands in Bloom competition. 

AEH2021/24  Date of next meeting – Monday 4 October 2021 
 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:37pm. 
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________________ 


