
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 2nd 
July 2021 at 7pm in the Carnegie Civic & Community Centre, Meeting Room 1. 
 
Present: Cllrs R Bofinger, B Browne, S Frost, J Goold, T Hallam, T Needham 
(Chair), and S Paterson. 
 
In attendance: S Doherty (Town Clerk) and 2 members of the public. 
 
FGP2021/1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor T Needham be elected Chairman of the 
Committee for the ensuing Municipal Year 

 
FGP2021/2 ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 
 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor B Browne be elected Deputy Chairman 
of the Committee for the ensuing Municipal Year 

 
FGP2021/3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies were given for Cllr E Atherton. 
 

FGP2021/4 SUBSTITUTIONS 
 

Cllr J Goold was substituting for Cllr E Atherton 
 

FGP2021/5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllrs J Goold and S Paterson declared an interest as members of 
Broxtowe Borough Council. 

 
FGP2021/6 MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2021 
be confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

 
FGP2021/7 CURRENT FINANCIAL POSITION 

 
Councillors noted the funds held in bank accounts (as at 25/06/2021) 
as follows: 
 
Current account: £107,021.03 
Reserve account: £131,931.15 
Total cash at bank: £238,952.18 
 
In considering the reports it was queried if the Council would need to 
consider the alternative event which was being planned in the place of 
Hemlock Happening, Hemlock Rocks, for funding.  The Clerk advised 
that this would not need further approval from Council as the event was 
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essentially a cut down version of the existing event which already had 
budget approval.  The Committee was happy to support the event. 

 
FGP2021/8 UPDATE OF BANK SIGNATORIES 
 

RESOLVED: That Cllrs R Bofinger, S Frost, T Needham and S 
Paterson be approved as signatories for the Council’s bank accounts 
and that E Kearney be removed from the bank mandate. 

 
FGP2021/9 REVIEW OF THE CORPORATE PLAN AND PROGRESS 

Cllrs reviewed the current position and actions taken as set out in the 
update report.  Items of note were: 
 

• The Green Awards for businesses was due to be launched at 
the Sustainable Stapleford Event on 31 July 2021. 

• The Parks Manager from Broxtowe Borough Council was very 
happy and said that the Town Council had exceeded all 
expectations with regards to the flowerbeds on the Walter 
Parker Square.  Specific thanks to Cllr J Hawkins who had led 
on this project.  The Council would now move on to 
maintenance of the rose bed memorial garden. 

• Progress had been made with the hanging baskets project, it 
was now hoped that these could be in place for autumn/winter 
planting. 

• The Town Deal bid had been successful 

• The Police were now using the rest facilities in the Carnegie, 
further work was required in order to provide a secure space for 
them. 

• S137 funding had been publicized on Facebook.  More publicity 
was required as no one had come forward with any applications 
for funding this year. 

• The Garden Competition was now closed for entries, planning 
for the judging was underway and a new Green Award Trophy 
had been created by Cllr Browne who would also pay for the 
prizes until the next administration. 

• The Councillor and Staff Training Programme had been 
progressed and some key courses had already been offered. 

 
FGP2021/10 ALLOTMENTS 

The Clerk gave an update on progress with the allotments, some of the 
starter plots had been created and let already on Albany.  There were 
waiting lists for all sites now.  It was envisaged that the starter plots 
would all go before being advertised. 
 
There were still issues with rubbish and tenants expecting the Council 
to pay for rubbish removal.  The Clerk asked that the Committee 
consider what the Council’s stance should be on the provision of skips.  
The skips had been abused when provided previously.  It was 
suggested that a chipper be hired for woody green waste which is what 
tenants felt they needed to burn.  It was further suggested that the 
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Town Council could perhaps purchase a small chipper as part of the 
Town Ranger’s equipment and take it round to each site as this would 
be more cost effective and flexible than hire. 
 
The Committee considered the new draft tenancy agreement and 
associated documents and held a long discussion on the imposition of 
a rental deposit on top of the key deposit. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the quote of £2250.96 for the Fencing replacement at Ewe 

Lamb Lane be approved. 
b) That the quote of £820.11 for the Fencing repair at Ewe Lamb Lane 

be approved. 
c) That the new tenancy agreement and allotment procedures be 

approved with a rental deposit of £50 for new tenants and 
discounted rate of £25 for existing tenants to be introduced. 

d) That quotes for a ‘chipper’ be brought to the next meeting. 
 

FGP2021/11 MAYORS OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH 
It was explained that an unauthorised order had been placed by a 
Councillor and that the Council now needed to determine if and how it 
would pay for the Mayor’s Official Photograph as there was no budget 
set aside for this. Councillors debated the matter thoroughly and  
 
RESOLVED:  
a) That the previous Town Mayor be asked to submit his expenses to 
ascertain if any budget was left from last year’s Mayors Allowance to 
put towards the costs of the photograph with the remainder being paid 
from reserves.  All to be paid from reserves if none left. 
 
b) That an item be brought to a future committee setting out the rules 
around the Mayor’s Allowance and how it will be administered going 
forward. 

 
FGP2021/12 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC – PUBLIC BODIES 

(ADMISSIONS TO MEETINGS ACT) 1960 
 

RESOLVED: That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast 
media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the 
following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the 
public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 

 
FGP2021/13 INTERIM STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS 

Councillors considered the report and recommendations of the Town 
Clerk which had been made in consultation with the Chair of HR and 
Policy Review Committee and the Leader of the Council.  The interim 
arrangements could be covered by existing staffing budgets. 
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RESOLVED: That the interim arrangements set out in the report be 
approved with delegated authority given to the Town Clerk in 
consultation with the Chair of HR and Policy Review Committee and 
the Leader of the Council to produce the terms for the interim position 
for projects and events administration. 

 
FGP2021/14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

8 October 2021 at 7pm 
 
 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8:39pm. 
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________ 

 
 
 
 


