
Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 
Friday, 19 March 2021 at 7pm online via MS Teams. 
 
Present:  Cllrs E Atherton, R Bofinger, B Browne, S Frost, T Needham and S 
Paterson. 
 
In attendance: Cllrs J Goold and J Hawkins, 2 members of the public. 
 
Minutes: S Doherty (Town Clerk)   
 

 
FGP2020/24  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr T Hallam. 
 

FGP2020/25  SUBSTITUTIONS 
 

Cllr R MacRae advised that he was substituting for Cllr T 
Hallam. 
 
Cllr J Goold advised that she was substituting for Cllr Atherton, 
however Cllr Atherton joined the meeting shortly after 
commencement and therefore took back her seat. 

 
FGP2020/26  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr J Goold declared an interest as a Broxtowe Borough 
Councillor and as an allotment holder. 
 
Cllr R MacRae declared and interest as a Broxtowe Borough 
Councillor in relation to item 8b. 

 
FGP2020/27  MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 11 
December 2020 be confirmed and signed as a correct record. 
 

FGP2020/28  CURRENT FINANCIAL POSITION 
 

Bank accounts (as at 15/03/2021) 
 
Current account: £36,941.59 
Reserve account: £131,927.83 
Total cash at bank: £168,869.42 

 
Councillors considered the information presented by the Clerk.  
In response to a query regarding the underspend on staffing 
costs the Clerk advised that the Council had carried a vacancy 
until January and also a number of staff had not taken up the 
pension.  However they could change their mind at any point in 
the year and so the Council had to budget for this. 
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RESOLVED:  That the finance update be noted. 
 

FGP2020/29  REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS 
Due to timing and workload the Clerk had not yet been able to 
call the Standing Orders Working Party to complete the 
revisions to Standing Orders.  As ideally the changes would be 
made by the Annual Council meeting it was suggested that the 
working party be allowed to make recommendations direct to 
Council instead of having to wait for a further Finance 
Committee which would not be held until June at the earliest. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Standing Orders Working Party be 
permitted to recommend direct to Council. 

 
FGP2020/30  REVIEW OF THE CORPORATE PLAN AND PROGRESS 

The Leader of the Council introduced the item and explained 
that this committee now had to work with the budget set by 
Council and determine which items to prioritise for delivery this 
year. 
 
The Leader went through the action plan and updates to 
progress were made alongside each action with additional steps 
to be taken agreed by general assent.  Anything not achieving 
assent was set aside to be voted on separately at the end of the 
item. 
 
Discussion was held over the staffing posts that had not been 
budgeted for in this Council budget.  Following a query, it was 
explained that the post was already on the establishment, it 
simply sat vacant and unfunded at present due to the budget 
decisions to keep the precept down.  It could, however, be 
delivered via alternative funding streams.  It was felt that more 
work was needed to develop the role and choose the correct 
name for it to reflect that it was essentially a liaison officer role to 
interact with other agencies to make sure that things were being 
brought to Stapleford.  The key age group at the moment was 
18-24. It was agreed to hold a separate vote on this item. 
 
In addition, specific approvals were required as follows: 
a) Wedding venue licence – to approve the Clerk to apply for an 

inspection to determine any changes required to the 
Carnegie. Cost of £100. 

 
Councillors were in favour of this project progressing as 
there was nowhere locally for people to get married in a 
‘registry office’ type setting.  They felt that a lot of people 
wanted a small venue. 
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b) Preferred sites for Council noticeboards to be determined 
and style of boards to be selected to allow the Clerk to seek 
quotes and relevant permissions for siting. 
 
Cllr MacRae felt that noticeboards was a great idea and 
there were a number of places outside schools and parks 
that would be suitable locations.  A number of locations for 
the Clerk to pursue were mentioned. 
 

c) Approval for a change from hanging baskets to tiered 
planters for the Town Centre due to difficulties with sourcing 
contractors for the lamp posts to be re-coated.  Subject to 
permissions for siting. 

 
The Clerk explained the difficulties experienced when trying 
to source hanging baskets and contractors for the re-coating 
of the lamp posts.  Councillors discussed the alternative 
options and it was explained that permission would need to 
be sought from the County Council for the change to the 
project before it could be implemented. 

 
RESOLVED: 

a) That the Clerk be permitted to apply for an inspection 
from the Registrars Office at a cost of £100 to find out 
if the Carnegie was a suitable venue for weddings. 

b) That the Clerk be permitted to seek quotes for 
noticeboards and seek permission for siting 
locations. 

c) That the change to tiered planters and troughs for 
railings be approved, subject to the necessary 
permissions being granted. 

d) That the Clerk be permitted to seek grant funding 
opportunities to deliver the post of Youth 
Engagement Officer. 

e) That the updates and additional actions for delivery 
of the corporate plan as discussed and agreed by 
assent be approved.  

 
FGP2020/31  ALLOTMENTS 

The Clerk provided a verbal update on activities to date which 
included the provision of skips, additional lettings having been 
secured and damage to the track at Nottingham Road following 
the failed collection of a skip.  There was also more security 
fencing required at the Ewe Lamb Lane site.  The Earmarked 
Reserves for allotments was still healthy and currently all 
planned expenditures could be met from there. 
 
a) New stone pathway for Nottingham Road Allotments – use of 

existing contractor quote of £1,520 plus VAT to include spoils 
removal 
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RESOLVED:  That the quote be approved and the Clerk 
authorised to instruct works and pay invoices as necessary. 
 

b) Riparian responsibilities – clearance of brook on Peatfield 
boundary 
 
The Clerk advised that works by the Borough and County 
Council in relation to this had been brought to her attention 
by Councillor MacRae.  The Leader of the Council had 
already addressed this with her in Autumn the previous year 
and they had inspected the portion of the brook along the 
boundary of the allotments.  There had not appeared to be 
any issues along this stretch but contact had been made via 
the County Councillor to ascertain what might need doing.  
The Clerk had been advised that the Town Council should 
not undertake any works until instructed by the County 
Council as they were already working down stream and this 
needed to be completed before anything further was done.  
Further instructions were awaited but the Clerk asked for 
delegated powers to instruct the necessary works once 
advised. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be granted delegated authority 
to instruct works upto a limit of £5,000 plus VAT in line with 
her delegated emergency powers under the scheme of 
delegation. 
 

c) Fencing replacement at Ewe Lamb Lane – quote of 
£2,029.79 

 
RESOLVED:  That the quote from Ilkeston Fencing be 
approved and the Clerk authorized to instruct works. 
 

d) Clearance works on Albany and creation of starter plots 
The Clerk advised that plots had been identified and held 
vacant in order to start works on creating the starter plots.  A 
quote had been requested from the Council’s existing 
contractor and was still awaited.  It was not envisaged that 
this would be significant and so delegated authority to 
proceed once the quote received was sought. 
 
RESOLVED:  That Delegated authority be given to the Clerk 
to proceed with clearance works and to authorise the related 
expenditure. 

 
FGP2020/32  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The Clerk advised that a new calendar of meetings would be 
approved by Council but provisional date of 4 June 2021 at 7pm 
was suggested, assuming a meeting was not required sooner.  
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Confirmation would be sent once the new calendar had been 
drafted. 
 

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting 
closed at 9:36pm. 
 
 
 
Signed: ______________________________  Date: __________________ 


