
Stapleford Town Council 

STAPLEFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1. Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared 

vision for their neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of their 

local area. They are able to choose where they want new homes, shops and 

offices to be built, have their say on what those new buildings should look like 

and what infrastructure should be provided. Neighbourhood planning provides 

a powerful set of tools for local people to plan for the types of development to 

meet their community’s needs and where the ambition of the neighbourhood is 

aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area. 

2.0 Background 

2.1. Stapleford was designated a Neighbourhood Area on 4 March 2015, but a first 

version of a draft Stapleford Neighbourhood Plan was abandoned in 2018 

following a lack of community support for its proposals. In October 2019, the 

Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group started to review the Stapleford 

Neighbourhood Plan afresh and appointed a planning consultant to support its 

work. 

2.2. To take the Neighbourhood Plan forward, the Steering Group agreed to the 

production of an Issues and Options document which would be the focus of 

consultation with the local community. The document would focus on several 

key issues affecting the future planning of Stapleford: Climate Change, HS2, 

Town Centre and Housing. 

2.3. The Government has been clear that all members of society are required to 

adhere to guidance to help combat the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). The 

guidance has implications for neighbourhood planning including public 

consultation.  

3.0 Neighbourhood Plan: Issues and Options Newsletter 

3.1. The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 require 

neighbourhood planning groups to undertake publicity in a manner that is likely 

to bring it to the attention of people who live, work or carry on business in the 

neighbourhood area. The current coronavirus guidance prevents community 

engagement that is undertaken using face-to-face methods, so the Steering 

Group has focussed on the preparation of an Issues and Options Newsletter to 

be circulated to local households and businesses. This will ensure that all 

groups in the community are engaged, including those without internet access.  

3.2. The proposed Issues and Options Newsletter is appended. The newsletter 

encourages people to express their views on key planning issues by completing 

an online questionnaire. A hardcopy version of the questionnaire will be made 

available to those that need one. For review purposes the newsletter links to 

the questionnaire are working, but any responses received prior to the 

distribution of the newsletter will be deleted. The questionnaire feedback will be 

used to write the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 



3.3. In preparing the newsletter and questionnaire, the Steering Group has sought 

the informal comments of Broxtowe Borough Council. In addition to residents 

and businesses, key stakeholders e.g. Nottinghamshire County Council and 

HS2, will also be invited to comment. 

3.4. The Steering Group is seeking Town Council approval for the printing and 

distribution of the newsletter together with approval of the related online 

questionnaire. Delegated authority is also sought for the Town Clerk, in 

consultation with the Chair of the Steering group and Leader, to make any 

further additional modifications to the newsletter and questionnaire to address 

typographical errors or factual corrections prior to printing and distribution. 

4.0 Neighbourhood Plan Grants 

4.1. The Town Clerk has successfully applied for £9,417 grant funding to support 

the preparation of the newsletter, questionnaire and consultancy support: 

Professional fees Building the Evidence Base including 
liaison with Broxtowe Borough Council, 
Nottinghamshire County Council and 
HS2 

£2,250 

Professional fees Prepare Key Issues document £3,000 

Professional fees Prepare questionnaire and analysis £1,500 

Printing Issues and Options Newsletter £2,667 

4.2. The newsletter is longer than originally anticipated and so the anticipated 

printing and distribution cost of £3,612 will not be fully met by the available grant 

and that the balance of around £1,000 will need to be met by Town Council 

funding. 

4.3. The Town Clerk will continue to maximise grant funding to support the 

preparation of the Stapleford Neighbourhood Plan, however it is unlikely that 

the full costs will be grant funded and the Town Council will need to make 

funding available in its 2021/22 budget. 

5.0 Technical Support 

5.1. Technical support includes professional support and advice on technical or 

process issues. It is available for eligible groups facing more complex issues in 

developing their neighbourhood plan. 

5.2. Technical support is awarded as a technical work package and is in addition to 

the grant. It has no relation to how much grant a group can have. It is delivered 

free of charge to groups who qualify by meeting the eligibility criteria, e.g. 

allocating sites for housing. 

5.3. Technical support has already been received for the preparation of a Housing 

Needs Assessment for Stapleford. This assessment provides vital evidence to 

help understand the expected demand for housing in Stapleford over the plan 

period. Further work on the Housing Needs Assessment is required to ensure 

that it is compatible with strategic housing needs studies, most notably the 

October 2020 Greater Nottingham & Ashfield Housing Needs Assessment. 



5.4. Technical support has also been approved in relation to design. In this package, 

professional urban designers will work alongside the Steering Group, 

harnessing their ideas and local knowledge, to produce bespoke urban design 

guides or codes for potential development or regeneration sites. It is anticipated 

that this work will focus on making sure new developments can significantly 

reduce energy consumption and seek designs that managing surface water in 

a more sustainable way.  

5.5. Technical support may be further extended to the preparation of a Masterplan 

for the Bessel Lane area where most of the businesses are in an HS2 

safeguarded area associated with the A52 Brian Clough Way/Bessel Lane 

underbridge.  


