
Notes of an informal meeting of the Arts, Events and Heritage Committee held on 
Monday, 26 October 2020 at 7PM online via MS Teams.  
 
Present: Cllrs S Frost, J Hawkins, R MacRae and T Needham 
 
Notes: S Doherty (Town Clerk) 
 

The Town Clerk apologised that committee papers had not been circulated within the 
required time period and so this meeting would held as an informal meeting with no 
decisions made but recommendations could be made to Council. 

AEH2020/11  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr R Darby. 

AEH2020/12  Declarations of Interest 
None received. 

AEH2020/13  Minutes of a previous meeting 
No comments, deferred to next formal meeting. 

AEH2020/14  Remembrance Day Preparations Update(8th November) 
It was confirmed that the Clerk had delegated authority to 
arrange this event each year.  An update on progress was 
given.  Videos with Rev Peter Huxtable and the Town Mayor 
had been made.  Ideas for a video with other groups that usually 
took part were considered.  A contact for a bugler was 
requested.  
 
It was reported that a donation of approx. 1200 crocheted 
poppies had been received.  It was proposed to use these to 
create a memorial which people could sponsor a poppy to rise 
funds for the Royal British Legion.  Cllr Paterson would seek the 
relevant permissions and organise the display. 
 
Discussion about having organised timeslots for selected people 
to come and lay wreaths after the combined services event had 
finished.  This was deemed necessary ad there were a lot of 
people getting in touch through various channels and still 
wanting to take part. 
 
Councillor MacRae wanted to note his appreciation to Sue 
Paterson and Ella Kearney for creating the videos of himself.  
He had really enjoyed the experience and felt this was the best 
thing he’d done as the Mayor so far.  His groups had been 
putting up the usual poppies along the high street only this year 
due to covid.  More would be done next year as it would mark 
100 years since the start of the poppy appeal. 



 
 

AEH2020/15 Small Events/Competitions Programme for remainder of 
financial year 
a. Christmas Card competition 

Cllrs had felt that this would be a nice thing to do for the 
children in the Town.  Cllr Paterson could provide the artwork 
for the poster and final proofs for the printer.  The Clerk 
confirmed that this could be run under the existing in-house 
events budgets. 
 

b. Best dressed shop for Christmas 
Cllrs brought forward the idea to have a Town Mayor’s award 
as part of the competition run by the Stapleford Community 
Group.  Cllr MacRae suggested that the Leader judge the 
competition this year as he knew a lot of the business 
owners and wouldn’t want it to seem biased.  The Clerk 
suggested that a committee of three could judge it so that the 
Town Mayor could still be involved. 
 

c. Easter bonnet competition 
It was noted that other groups also ran this type of 
competition and considered that another opportunity for the 
children to win would not be a bad thing.  A parade was 
probably not going to be possible but the ‘event’ could be run 
online easily.  More consideration to be given to this at the 
next meeting in January. 
 

d. Other ideas 
Cllrs considered that an annual calendar of seasonal events 
would be good to ensure that regular events happened 
throughout the year.  It was suggested that events for 
valentines and May Day be considered with ideas brought 
back to a future meeting.  The Broxtowe Women’s Project 
were also interested in holding something in Stapleford for 
International Women’s Day. 
 
Other options were put forward for more general online 
material eg demos of how to take cuttings for the allotment 
holders.  Also a trail with QR codes which linked back to 
history articles on the website.  Cllrs felt these were good 
ideas and more work could be done to work this out in terms 
of content and format.   

 
RECOMMENDED:  That Council support the provision of the 
above events/competitions with small amounts of 
expenditure to be diverted from savings made on other 
events not held due to covid. 



 
 

AEH2020/16  Heritage/Tourism schemes 
a. Blue plaque scheme – appointment of working group to 

establish a scheme for approval by council and to examine 
the costs involved.   
Item deferred to next meeting. 

b. Information boards – appointment of a working group to 
establish locations and content for interpretation boards in 
the town and to examine the costs involved. 
Item deferred to next meeting. 

AEH2020/17  Budgetary requirements for 2021-2022 
RECOMMENDED:  That the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee be asked to consider that the budgets allocated 
this year be replicated for next year’s budget with the 
addition of a new line of £1,500 for small 
events/competitions prizes and ancillary costs. 

AEH2020/18  Date of next meeting – 8 January 2021 
 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 8:45pm. 


