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STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES  FRIDAY 24 January 2020                         

Minutes of a Meeting of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
held on 24 January 2020 at 7pm in the Carnegie Centre, Warren Avenue, 
Stapleford, Notts             
 
Present:   

Cllr B Browne  
Cllr D Grindell 
Cllr E Kearney 
Cllr S Paterson 
 

 
Minutes:  Sabrina Doherty (Town Clerk) 
 

F24/2019 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R MacRae 

F25/2019  Substitutions  

None 

F26/2019  Declarations of Interest 

None 

F27/2019  Minutes of previous meetings 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 16 December 2019 be 
confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

F28/2019  Grant Application 

Councillors considered a request from Roche Arts Group for £800 to 
pay for professional artist demonstrations to the group.  Councillors 
were sympathetic to their situation and discussed options due the limit 
of the budget being £1,000 for this financial year. 

RECOMMENDED: 

That the Council grant the full amount split equally over the 2 financial 
years with the condition that the talks be locally advertised and opened 
up to allow other members of the public to attend. 

F29/2019  Grounds Maintenance Equipment and PPE 

The Clerk presented the quotes for a strimmer and Councillors 
considered the options.  It was agreed that PPE should also be 
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purchased and online quotes for a forestry helmet with ear defenders 
were obtained. 

RECOMMENDED: 

That the Council purchase the 4-stroke strimmer at a cost of £379 and 
a forestry helmet with ear defenders at a cost of £24.99 

F30/2019  Current Financial Position 

The Clerk provided an extract from the Council’s accounting software 
and took Cllrs through the report.  There was more work to be done in 
bringing the books up to date and reviewing expenditure but there were 
no concerns to note at this point and it was expected that the Council’s 
overall expenditure would come in under budget. 
 
A Councillor noted that there were concerns over the piping work at the 
Albany allotment site and so this may need accounting for in the near 
future. 
 

F31/2019  Review of the Council’s Banking Arrangements 
 

Members considered the report of the Clerk and reviewed the 
proposals for splitting the Council’s reserves in order to meet the 
requirements for insurance protection in the event of a banking 
collapse. 
 
The Clerk further recommended moving the Councils operating 
account to the Cooperative Bank as they provided free facilities. 
 
RECOMMENDED: 
 
a) That the Council move its operating account to the cooperative 

bank. 
b) That, subject to a review by the Clerk of the banks’ ethical 

policies, the Councils reserves be split as follows: 
• £80,000 to the Hampshire Trust Bank (3yr fixed rate 

account) 
• £25,000 to the Hodge Bank (1yr fixed rate account) 
• £25,000 to the Hodge Bank (1 month short term fixed 

rate account) 
• £1,899.71 (or remaining balance) to the Cooperative 

Bank Instant Access Saver 
c) That the Clerk be authorised to transfer excess interest into 

the Cooperative Bank Instant Access Saver account, as 
necessary, to maintain the insured levels across the other 
accounts.  A report to be taken to Finance Committee or 
Council (whichever meets sooner) when such action is taken. 
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F32/2019 Review of the Council’s Standing Orders 
 

Members considered the model template produced by NALC.  It was 
agreed that the document would be looked at over a couple of 
meetings before being presented back to Council for approval. 
 
Comments put forward were integrated into the draft document (to be 
shown by tracked changes). 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the appointment of the Leader of the 
Council as this was not listed in the model document. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That paragraphs 15 onwards be deferred to the next meeting. 
 

F33/2019 Options for increasing revenue generated from the Carnegie  
Centre 

 
Councillors considered the ideas that had been put forward for a 
wedding venue and an additional meeting room. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
A) That the clerk obtain costings for a wedding licence. 
B) That the clerk approach builders to find out what can be done to 

alter the building and then form an informal working party with the 
Chair and Vice-Chair of Finance to look at designs to be brought 
back to a future meeting. 

 
 

F34/2019 Date of next meeting 

30 March 2020 

The Chair closed the meeting at 8:57pm. 

 

 

Signed ____________________________     Date __________________________ 
 
 


