
Motion to Abolish Roles of Leader and Deputy Leader of Stapleford Town Council 
In my naivety as a new Councillor, I had thought the longstanding existence of the roles of Leader 

and Deputy Leader would mean there was some depth of purpose to them. Some ability within 

those roles to drive progress and change.  Over the preceding 12 months, it has become clear to me 

that the titles of ‘Leader’ and ‘Deputy Leader’ have little more purpose than to serve as an egotistical 

indulgence for the holder. There is very little meaning to these titles other than a surface level 

suggestion of power. In truth, it is just that, a suggestion. There is none.  Therefore, it is my belief, 

having researched the issue in the weeks preceding this meeting, that the Council should abolish the 

aforementioned positions. 

The Local Government Act (1972), (henceforth The Act) (with particular reference to Part I (Local 

Government Areas and Authorities in England) sections 9 to 16A and Part XII (Miscellaneous and 

General) section 245B (Community Having the Status of Town)), infers absolutely no power 

whatsoever on any person proclaimed as Leader or Deputy Leader of a Town Council, by the Town 

Council.  The Act only provides for executive powers for a Leader or Cabinet Executive at a Principal 

Authority. 

The role of Leader has proven only to be divisive, not only during this term, but as far as I can tell 

during previous terms, as well. Therefore, I move: 

1. This Council acknowledges there is no legal standing for the roles of Leader and Deputy 

Leader at this Council, and thus any Councillor elected to such a position has no power to act 

outweighing that of any other Councillor. Furthermore, any such person holds no 

supervisory, disciplinary, or special executive power, rendering 

2. Additionally, this Council recognises that all Councillors should feel as equally empowered as 

their fellow Councillors to present to the Council and represent their ward, and not be 

perceived as secondary to any other Councillor in that right. 

3. This Council believes that a Town Council is first and foremost a community Council which 

has no business in emulating the role of a Principal Authority.  Its focus should be 

community led and not politically led. Should a political group within the Council choose to 

appoint a leader for themselves, this shall be the prerogative of the individual group. 

4. Consequently, this Council resolves to: 

a) Abolish the role of Leader of Stapleford Town Council 

b) Abolish the role of Deputy Leader of Stapleford Town Council 

c) Amend the Standing Orders at the forthcoming review to reflect the resolutions in items 

4(a) and 4(b) of this motion 

Moved: Councillor Ella Kearney 

Seconded: Councillor Sue Paterson 


