
STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
COUNCIL MEETING – 24 JULY 2020 
 

Report title NON-ATTENDANCE OF A COUNCILLOR FOR SIX 
MONTHS 

Purpose of report To consider a reason for failure of Councillor J Briggs to 
attend any Council meetings for a period of six months  

Implications: 
 
Financial/Staff 
 
Risk Management  
 
Equalities Impact 
Screening  
 
Human Rights  
 
Data Protection 
/FOI Implications 
 

 
 
No implications arising from this report. 
 
No implications arising from this report. 
 
There are no implications relating to the Equality Act 2010. 
 
 
There are no human rights implications. 
 
No implications arising from this report. 
 
 

Recommendations That the Council considers whether to grant 
dispensation for non-attendance to Councillor J Briggs 
and to specify a period of time for the dispensation to 
extend. 

 
1.0  Background 

 
1.1 Councillor Briggs was elected to Office in 2019.   

 

1.2 Since being elected Councillor Briggs has regularly attended meetings of the 

Council.  Since the coronavirus pandemic, the Council has been unable to meet 

in person and has moved to online meetings in accordance with legislative powers 

created in April 2020. 

 

1.3 The last face to face meeting held by the Council was on 28 February 2020.  Since 

then 2 virtual meetings have been held in June and July this year.  Telephone 

access to those meetings has been possible.  Councillor Briggs has not attended 

either of those meetings and has said, earlier in the year, that she would prefer to 

resume attendance once face to face meetings are again possible.  As this is 

unlikely to occur for some time, based on government guidance, Council will need 

to consider granting a dispensation for non-attendance to Councillor Briggs. 

 

2.0  Legislative Requirements 
 

2.1 The Local Government Act 1972 states that when a Council Member fails to 

attend any meeting for six consecutive months from the date of his last 



attendance, he ceases to be a member of the authority unless the Council accepts 

a reason for the failure to attend.  

 

2.2 The Council can only consider a reason before the end of the 6 month period i.e. 

28 August 2020.  As the Council does not usually meet in August, this is the last 

meeting at which a dispensation can be considered. 

 

2.3 With the easing of lockdown restrictions, every effort is being made to enable 

Councillor Briggs to attend the meeting with her Group Leader and it is hoped that 

this will be successful.  However, Council must consider this report in the event 

that she has not been able to attend. 

 

2.4 If a Member loses their office through failure to attend for the six months period, 

the disqualification cannot be overcome by the Member subsequently resuming 

attendance. Nevertheless the office becomes vacant only when the authority 

declares it to be vacant, which the authority must do, and a casual vacancy arises 

(LGA 1972 s.86).  Unless an extraordinary meeting is called, the next available 

meeting for the authority to declare a vacancy is 4 September 2020 (subject to 

approval of the schedule of meetings). 

 

 

 


