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STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES  FRIDAY  5 JUNE 2020                         

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on 5 June 2020 at 7pm online. 
          

Present:   
Cllr E Atherton 
Cllr R Bofinger 
Cllr B Browne 
Cllr R Darby (Chair) 
Cllr E Epton 
Cllr S Frost 
Cllr J Goold  
Cllr D Grindell  
Cllr J Hallam 

Cllr T Hallam 
Cllr P Hallam-Davies 
Cllr J Hawkins  
Cllr E Kearney 
Cllr R MacRae 
Cllr J McGrath 
Cllr T Needham 
Cllr S Paterson 
 

 
Minutes:  Sabrina Doherty (Town Clerk) 

 
1/2020 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received from:- Cllr J Briggs. 
 

2/2020 Declarations of interest  
Cllrs Atherton, Darby, Goold, Grindell, T.Hallam, MacRae and McGrath 
declared a personal interest as Borough Councillors in any discussion 
relating to Broxtowe Borough Council. 
 
Cllrs Goold, Grindell, T.Hallam, MacRae and McGrath declared a 
personal interest as a member of the Borough Council’s Planning 
Committee 
 

3/2020   Mayors Announcements 
None. 
 

4/2020 Variation to Order of Business 
 
It was moved and seconded that item 6 on the agenda be brought 
forward to enable the meeting to proceed. 
 
RESOLVED:  That item 6, ‘To Amend Standing Orders’ be brought 
forward for discussion following item 3, ‘Mayors’ 
Announcements’. 

 
5/2020 Amendments to Standing Orders 

 
Following amendments to legislation, Council was now able to meet 
virtually but required amendments to standing orders to be 
implemented temporarily in order to do so. 
 
Following discussion, it was moved and seconded and 
 
RESOLVED: That, the Council’s Standing Orders be amended 
temporarily until Government guidelines allow for at least 
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nineteen people to meet in person at a safe social distance within 
the Council building, or The Health Protection (Coronavirus, 
Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020 expire (whichever is 
sooner)) following legislative changes allowing virtual meetings 
as follows: 
 
a) Suspend Standing Order no 1 
b) Amend Standing Order no 8 to read: “Members shall vote by a 

show of hands or by an electronic method where they are 
visible onscreen, unless attendees connect by telephone, in 
which case voting by ‘roll-call’ shall be undertaken by the 
Chairman of the meeting.” 

 
6/2020 Public Participation Session 

 
There had been no notifications from members of the public wishing to 
speak. 
 

7/2020 Reports from the County and Borough Councillors 
 
There was no report from the County Councillor. 
 
Councillor McGrath reported that most of the committees had been 
cancelled.  Planning and Safety committees were still meeting virtually.  
The Beeston Square application had been passed. 
 
Councillor T Hallam reported that although it had been a slow start with 
the coronavirus pandemic he wished to commend the IT and 
Democratic Services Staff.  Also the Economic Development and 
Benefits Teams had been very fast to issue grants. 
 

8/2020 Minutes from the previous meeting 
 

The Clerk notified Councillors that an error had been made and 
required correcting in the recorded vote on the allotment drive 
resurfacing item (min no. 140/2019).  In that Cllr J Hallam should be 
amended to read Cllr J Hawkins as Cllr Hallam was not present a the 
meeting. 
 
RESOLVED:  That, subject to the above amendment, the minutes 
of the Town Council meeting held on 28 February 2020 be 
confirmed and signed as a correct record. 
 

9/2020 Planning Applications 
 
RESOLVED: 

 
a) That the Council does not object to application no. 

20/00263/FUL 
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b) That consideration of application 20/0016/FUL be deferred to 
the next meeting to allow for amended documentation to be 
published by the Borough Council. 

 
10/2020 Leaders Update 
 

The Leader of the Council updated the Council on progress with the 
Town Fund bid. 
 
Further to discussion at the previous meeting about a strategy 
workshop to develop a delivery plan for the Town Council, the Leader 
requested thoughts on how to progress this.  Following discussion it 
was agreed that Councillors would send ideas into the Town Clerk 
once they had received the outline headings from the Leader via email. 
 

11/2020 Financial Statement 
 
Councillors considered the Summary of receipts and payments and the 
bank balances reported by the Clerk. 

 
RESOLVED:  That the financial position be noted. 

 
12/2020     Accounts for Payment 
 

RESOLVED:  That the payments schedule for April be approved. 
 

13/2020 End of Year Accounts for 2019-20 
 
The variances between budgeted expenditure and actual expenditure 
on staffing costs were queried.  The Clerk reported that this was due to 
a difference in salaries between the previous and current clerk as well 
as the reduction in temporary cover which had left an underspend. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the end of year accounts be approved and 
signed by the Mayor. 
 

14/2020 Report of the Internal Auditor 
 
Councillors considered the report of the Internal Auditor.  The Clerk 
advised that he had recognised the difficulties the Council had been in 
this year following the turnover of staff and had recommended that a 6 
month review be undertaken to ensure that the Council was back on 
track prior to the next end of year assessment. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the report of the Internal Auditor be received. 
 

15/2020 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2019-20 
 
Councillors considered the Annual Governance Statement and 
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Statement of Accounts for 2019-20. 
 
RESOLVED: 
a) That Section 1 of the AGAR be approved and signed by the 

Mayor and Clerk. 
b) That section 2 of the AGAR be approved and signed by the 

Mayor. 
 
16/2020 Allotments Update 

 
Councillors considered the report of the Finance and Admin Assistant.  
Discussion over the recent fires ensued.  It was confirmed that only 1 
fire per year was permitted and this was on the Saturday closest to 
bonfire night.  However, Councillors would review this as part of the 
emerging Allotments Strategy. 
 
Councillors also discussed the possibility of having skips at other sites 
now that it had proved successful at Bessell Lane. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the report be received. 

 
17/2020 Date of next meeting 

 
Councillors discussed the merits of holding the Council’s Annual 
Meeting and requested the Clerk to circulate some possible dates. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the next meeting of the council be the 
postponed Annual Meeting. 

 
The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 8:26pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed ____________________________     Date __________________________ 


