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STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES  FRIDAY  6 September 2019                         

Town Council Meeting 6 September 2019        
Carnegie Centre, Warren Avenue, Stapleford, Notts          
   
 
Present:   

Cllr E Atherton 
Cllr J Briggs 
Cllr B Browne 
Cllr R Darby (Mayor) 
Cllr E Epton 
Cllr S Frost 
Cllr J Goold  
Cllr D Grindell 

Cllr J Hallam  
Cllr T Hallam 
Cllr P Hallam-Davies 
Cllr J Hawkins 
Cllr E Kearney 
Cllr R MacRae 
Cllr T Needham 
Cllr S Paterson 
 

 
Minutes:  Sabrina Doherty (Town Clerk) 
 
58/2019 Appointment of Clerk 

A late motion was brought without notice in accordance with standing 
order number 21(p) to confirm the appointment to the position of Clerk 
ensuring authority to act. 

RESOLVED: 

That Mrs Sabrina Doherty be appointed as Clerk to the Council 
commencing from 2 September 2019. 

59/2019  Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received from:- Cllr J McGrath 

 
60/2019  Declarations of interest  

Cllrs Atherton, Goold, Grindell, T.Hallam, MacRae declared a personal 

interest as Borough Councillors in any discussion relating to Broxtowe 

Borough Council. 

Cllrs R Darby and J Goold declared a personal interest as allotment 

holders in any matters affecting the allotments. 

Cllrs J Goold and R MacRae declared a personal interest in agenda item 

7.a) – Hickings Lane Zebra Crossing.  Local residents had appealed to 

them both to assist with the matter.  Cllr MacRae felt he was pre-

determined in the matter and so abstained from the vote. 

Cllr Grindell declared a personal interest as a member of the Planning 

Committee. 

Cllr T Hallam declared a personal interest in agenda item 7.a) – Hickings 
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Lane Zebra Crossing as this had been a campaign issue of note. 

61/2019  Minutes from previous meetings 

RESOLVED: 

a) That the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 26 July 2019 
be confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

b) That the minutes from the Stapleford Traffic and Transport meeting 
held on 19 July 2019 be received. 

62/2019  Co-option to the Vacant seat in Stapleford North 

Councillors agreed that each candidate would do a short presentation 
setting out who they were and why they felt they should be selected for 
the position. 

All candidates left the room and were invited back one by one to carry 
out their presentation before Councillors voted. 

RESOLVED: 

That Pip Hallam-Davies be co-opted to the vacant seat in Stapleford 
North. 

63/2019  Appointment of signatories for bank accounts 

The Leader of the Council updated members that Councillor Grindell 
was happy to continue in his role as signatory.  This item was therefore 
no longer required. 

64/2019  Planning  

a) Hickings Lane Zebra Crossing 
The Clerk notified the meeting that there were two people who wished 
to speak at the meeting.  Only one speaker (the supporter) had made 
the proper application in time.  Councillor McRae raised a point of 
order that the supporter was unable to speak if there was no objector 
in accordance with Standing Order 62g. 
 
It was moved and seconded to suspend standing orders 62a and 62g 
for a duration of 30 minutes to allow both the objector and the 
supporter for the matter to be heard. 
 
Members debated the pros and cons of the two proposed locations 
and finally it was  

 
   
 



 

3 
 

STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES  FRIDAY  6 September 2019                         

RESOLVED: 
 
That the proposed location as set out in the consultation document be 
approved but that the County Council be asked to note the concerns of 
the Council and its residents about the dangers of the road in general 
and seek to assign additional funding to provide further traffic 
calming/pedestrian crossing measures. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25pm to allow members of the public to leave the 
Chamber and reconvened at 8:42pm. 

 
b) Minerals Local Plan 

It was moved and seconded and  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That this item be referred to the Planning Committee for consideration 
at its meeting on 9 September 2019. 
 

c) Draft Planning Enforcement Plan 
Clarification was sought on the term ‘Ward Member’ and it was 
confirmed that this referred to Borough Councillors and not 
Parish/Town Councillors. 
 
It was moved and seconded and 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That this item be referred to the Planning Committee for consideration 
at its meeting on 9 September 2019. 

65/2019    HS2 Realignment Response 

Councillor Needham outlined her response to members as had been 
previously circulated by email. 

It was moved and seconded and 

RESOLVED: 

That Councillor Needham submit the response on behalf of the 
Council. 

66/2019    Variation of Order of Business 

It was moved and seconded and 
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RESOLVED: 

That Item 9. Human Resources and Policy Review Committee Update 
be taken after item 18. Stapleford Gateway Delivery Programme. 

67/2019    Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Update 

Councillor Frost had circulated an update statement for members.  The 
last meeting had been cancelled and the Steering Group would next 
meet on 10 September 2019. 

68/2019    Traffic and Transport Steering Group Update 

Councillor MacRae referred Cllrs back to the minutes previously 
received and noted the group’s interest in running the ‘Your Stapleford, 
Your Ideas’ events again as these had been well received and 
successful before. 

It was moved and seconded and  

RESOLVED: 

That the Council put on the ‘Your Stapleford, Your Ideas’ events as 
held previously.  Councillor MacRae to liaise with the Town Clerk. 

69/2019    Leader’s Update 

The Leader reported that she had issued a survey to Councillors in 
order to get their views on the future of the Town Council as an 
organisation so that a vision and 3 year delivery plan could be drafted 
for discussion at Council. 

The Council had received a communication from Anna Soubry asking 
to attend a meeting of the Council to speak about the Neighbourhood 
Plan and HS2 in order to find out how she could support the Council.  
As the next meeting was not until October, it was possible that an 
extraordinary meeting would be called to accommodate the request. 

Councillors wished to record their thanks to Councillor Kearney for 
stepping into the Clerk role whilst there was a vacancy and felt that she 
had gone above and beyond.  It was the first time that the Council had 
had a leader that was so committed. 

70/2019    Grant Aid Application to Broxtowe Borough 

Councillor Kearney read out the application that had been previously 
circulated by email.  The application was in respect of Remembrance 
Sunday and, in response to a query she confirmed that a separate 
application would be made for VE and VJ day next year. 
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Councillor MacRae stated that he had organised a community meeting 
to discuss the celebrations as he wanted the whole community to get 
involved.  All members were invited to the Equalized Club on 5 
October. 

It was moved and seconded and 

RESOLVED: 

That the Council’s application to the Borough Council for £2,500 be 
submitted. 

71/2019    Mayoral Handbook 

Councillor McRae thanked Councillor B Browne for his assistance in 
drafting the document. 
 
It was moved and seconded and  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the handbook be adopted. 
 

72/2019 Motion to extend prayers to be inclusive of all faiths and beliefs 
 

 Councillor Frost proposed the motion as previously circulated.   
Members debated the issues raised and there was consensus that no 
one should be excluded from taking part.  This would be best achieved 
by holding a two-minute silence where everyone can reflect in their 
own way prior to the start of the meeting. 
 
It was moved and seconded and 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That prayers be extended to include all faiths and beliefs and the 
current practice of being led in prayer be changed to a two-minute 
period of silent personal prayer or reflection. 
 

73/2019 Motion to declare a climate emergency 
 

Councillor Needham proposed the motion as previously circulated.  
She noted that Broxtowe BC had set a deadline of 2027 to be carbon 
neutral and that they would need the Town Council’s support.  The 
proposal went beyond the Council’s internal business and would 
require the Council to be a community leader on this issue for local 
businesses and residents. 
 
It was moved and seconded and  
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RESOLVED: 
 

a) That the Town Council declare a ‘Climate Emergency’ 
b) That the Town Council lead by example and pro-actively reduce 

its CO2 emissions as an organisation to be carbon neutral by 
2027. 

c) That a Climate Emergency Committee be formed to produce a 
draft plan within the next 6 months, setting out immediate 
actions the Council can take to address the emergency and 
report back progress twice yearly towards the 2027 target. 

d) That the Council seek ways to facilitate and encourage the 
community to reduce direct and indirect CO2 emissions to less 
than 2 tonnes per person per year by 2027. 

e) That actions be incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan to 
encourage the following: 

i. More sustainable transport and more local facilities to 
reduce the need to travel 

ii. Reductions in energy use in homes, businesses and 
elsewhere 

iii. Co-operation with organisations seeking to develop low 
carbon and community-led affordable housing in 
Stapleford 

iv. Use and development of renewable energy sources 
v. Production, sale and consumption of locally sourced food 
vi. Reduction in consumption of animal products 

f) That the Council work with partners across the town and beyond 
to influence the policies of other organisations to encourage 
them to reduce their emissions. 

g) That the Council actively lobby the Government to provide the 
additional powers and resources needed to meet the 2027 
target 

 
74/2019 Motion to re-instate the Allotments Steering Group 
 

Councillor Paterson proposed the motion as previously circulated.  She 
felt that the allotments had not been given the due attention required by 
the Council and that this needed some focussed effort in the short term 
to get things running again. 
 
Councillors wished to thank Tony Smith for the fantastic work that he 
had been doing on site and managing the allotments in the interim.  
Much of which had been done on a voluntary basis.  Councillors were 
aware that he had some really good ideas and wanted to support him 
to get things done. 
 
Councillors raised concerns at the number of meetings being 
established and felt that there needed to be time limited circumstances 
put on the additional groups so that they merged back into Council in 
due course.  It was suggested that there maybe some cross over 
between the various steering groups and that some members should 
sit on them all to ensure co-ordination. 
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Councillor Kearney moved an amendment to recommendation 5 to 
revise the wording to ‘Meet quarterly for the first year and more often if 
issues of an urgent nature arise’. 
 
Councillors asked for the Clerk to clarify, following the meeting, what 
the rental income could be spent on. 
 
It was moved and seconded and 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Allotments Steering Group be re-instated with membership 

comprising Town Councillors and representatives from: 
• Stapleford and District Garden Holders Association 
• Dig In Community Project 
• Plot holders 
• Interested members of the public 
• Other parties who are deemed to have a special interest 

in the allotments as decided by the Steering Group 
2. The terms of reference of the Steering Group be as follows: 

 
To consider and make recommendations to the Council on the 
following: 

a) The running of the allotments 
b) Improvements and enhancements to the allotments 
c) Promotion of the allotments 
d) How the allotments can provide benefit to the wider 

community through ongoing projects or one-off events 
3. That a meeting of the Steering Group be convened at the earliest 

opportunity. 
4. That the Steering Group meet quarterly for the first year and more 

often if issues of an urgent nature arise. 
 
75/2019 Stapleford Gateway Delivery Programme 
 

It was moved and seconded and  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
that this item be deferred to the next meeting.  

 
76/2019 Exclusion of press and public 
 
  It was moved and seconded and 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be 
excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following 
item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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77/2019 Human Resources and Policy Review Committee Update 
 

Councillor Kearney reported that the minutes had not yet been 
produced for the last meeting however a matter relating to a permanent 
employment contract had been discussed.  Councillors considered the 
proposal. 
 
It was moved and seconded 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That a permanent 20 hour contract be offered in replacement of the 
current zero hours contract as discussed. 

 
78/2019 Dates for your diary 
 

Members noted the dates presented in document 2 as attached to the 
agenda. 
 
It was mentioned that the Stapleford Focus Group meeting to be held 
on 11 September 2019 at 2pm in Gutersloh Court needing adding to 
the diary.  
 
Councillors asked if the meetings and events could be listed on the 
website in a downloadable calendar format.  The Clerk would look into 
this. 
 

79/2019 Mayor’s Engagements 
 

The Mayor noted that he would be attending the Broxtowe Mayor’s 
civic event in addition to those listed in document 1 previously 
circulated. 

 
80/2019 Date of next meeting 
 

The next Meeting of Stapleford Town Council to be held on 18th 

October 2019 at 7.00 pm. 

Councillor Grindell left the meeting at 7:35pm 
 
The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 21:40pm 

 

 

Signed ____________________________     Date __________________________ 
 
 


