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STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES  FRIDAY  28 February 2020                         

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on 28 February 2020 at 7pm at the 
Carnegie Centre, Warren Avenue, Stapleford, Notts          
   
Present:   

Cllr R Bofinger 
Cllr J Briggs 
Cllr B Browne 
Cllr R Darby (Chair) 
Cllr S Frost 
Cllr J Goold  
Cllr D Grindell  
 

Cllr T Hallam 
Cllr P Hallam-Davies 
Cllr J Hawkins  
Cllr E Kearney 
Cllr R MacRae 
Cllr T Needham 
Cllr S Paterson 
 

 
Minutes:  Sabrina Doherty (Town Clerk) 
 
123/2019 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received from:- Cllrs E Epton, J Hallam 
and J McGrath. 

 
124/2019 Declarations of interest  

Cllrs Darby, Goold, Grindell, T.Hallam and MacRae declared a personal 
interest as Borough Councillors in any discussion relating to Broxtowe 
Borough Council. 
 
Cllrs Darby and Goold declared a personal interest as allotment holders 
in any matters affecting the allotments. 
 
Cllrs Grindell and MacRae declared a personal interest as a member of 
the Borough Council’s Planning Committee 
 
Cllrs B Browne declared a pecuniary interest in planning application ref 
20/00078/LBC.  He withdrew from the meeting taking no part in the 
discussion and voting thereon. 
 

125/2019   Mayors Announcements 
 

The Mayor declared that it had been an eventful month and that he had 
particularly enjoyed visiting the Shoe Aid event.  He thanked Councillor 
MacRae for inviting him to attend. 
 

126/2019 Public Participation Session 
 

There had been no notifications from members of the public wishing to 
speak. 
 

127/2019 Reports from the County and Borough Councillors 
 
There was no report from the County Councillor. 
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Councillor Goold wished to congratulate Councillor Bofinger on being 
elected to the Town Council. 
 
Councillor T Hallam reported that there was a lot happening at the 
Borough Council at the moment.  The most significant for Stapleford 
being the Town Deal and the potential to win £25 million of government 
funding to regenerate the town.  Councillors at all levels, residents and 
businesses and other interested parties had all come together and 
were working well to put together ideas and the bid.  Stapleford was 
the furthest ahead of any other towns and this was down to the unified 
and strategic approach which had been taken. 
 

128/2019 Minutes from the previous meeting 
 

It was requested that the first sentence of paragraph 7, Minute no. 
115/2019 be amended to read ‘Councillors discussed the proposal to 
offer a 25% discount to over 65’s for allotment rents.’ 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That, subject to the above amendment, the minutes of the Town 
Council meeting held on 10 January 2020 be confirmed and 
signed as a correct record. 
 

129/2019 Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held 
on 21 January 2020 be confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

 
130/2019 Planning Applications 
 

Councillors considered the applications. 
 
RESOLVED: 

 
That the Council does not object to the following applications: 
20/00044/PIAPA 
20/00080/FUL 
20/00061/FUL 
20/00078/LBC 
 

131/2019  Minutes of Standing Committees and Working Parties of the Town  
Council 
 
RESOLVED: 
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That the minutes of the following meetings and committees be received 
and the recommendations therein be approved: 

 
a) Planning and Environment Committee – 18 December 2019 
b) Finance and General Purposes Committee – 16 December 2019 

and 24 January 2020 
c) Events Steering Group – 21 October 2019, 5 December 2019 and 

17 January 2020 
d) Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group – 13 November 2019 
e) Human Resources and Policy Review Committee – 4 December 

2019, subject to policies being brought to Council in April. 
f) Stapleford Traffic and Transport meeting – 18 October 2019 

 
132/2019 Leaders Update 
 

The Leader of the Council congratulated Councillor Bofinger on his 
election and offered commiserations to the other candidates. 
 
The Leader had been working with the Deputy Leader to develop a 
strategy for the Town Council to move forward with.  She reported that 
there had been a lot of foundations to put into place before moving 
forward with new ideas.  A strategy workshop was to be held on 27 
March 2020 at 7pm and was open to all Councillors to attend so that 
they could input into the strategy development. 
 
She had also been made aware of a protest outside of the Stapleford 
Health Centre and expressed concern that people were being 
intimidated when accessing legal and safe services.  She was going to 
draft a letter to the MP and wanted to invite other Councillors to sign it.  
She further wished to establish the Town Council’s position as to what 
it would support as a Council in the area and moved to suspend 
standing orders to enable the council to debate the issue.  The motion 
was seconded and it was 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Standing Orders 15 and 21q be suspended for a period of 15 
minutes. 
 
Councillors debated the matter and it was clarified that whilst 
Councillors did not object to protests taking place, they felt that they 
should be done in the places that a difference could be made.  In this 
case, the change in law could not be effected by the patients accessing 
the services, the protest needed to be at the MP’s office or speakers 
corner in Nottingham to address the wider public.  Councillors felt that it 
was tantamount to harassment to position themselves outside of the 
clinic. 
 
It was moved and seconded and 
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RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the Town Council make a statement condemning the form 

and location of the 40 Days for Life anti-abortion protest and 
pledge its support to residents accessing NHS services. 

b) That a wider policy relating to protests in the Town be 
considered at a future meeting. 

 
133/2019 Financial Statement 

 
Councillors considered the Summary of receipts and payments and the 
bank balances reported by the Clerk. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the financial position be noted. 

 
134/2019     Accounts for Payment 
 

The Clerk reported that there had been a lot of issues with plumbing 
and electrics over the past month resulting in a number of repairs bills 
and the requirement to purchase a new fridge for the kitchen. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the payments schedule be approved. 

 
135/2019 Appointment of Internal Auditor 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Mr B Wood be appointed as the Council’s Internal Auditor for 
year end 2019/20 at a cost of £75 plus mileage at 60p per mile. 
 

136/2019 Renewal of subscriptions to East Midlands Councils (EMC) and 
National Association for Local Councils (NALC) 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the subscription to EMC be discontinued. 
b) That the subscription to NALC be renewed at a cost of 

£2,258.24 
 

137/2019 Review of the Council’s Banking Arrangements 
 

Councillors considered the report of the Clerk.  The Clerk asked for 
Council’s permission to alter the numbers as required having regard to 
spending decisions later on in the agenda and between now and the 
accounts being set up.  This would be done in consultation with the 
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Chair and Vice-Chair of the Finance Committee and reported back to 
Council in due course. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
A) That the Clerk take the necessary actions to change the 

Council’s current account provider to the Cooperative Bank 
and open an instant access savings account alongside. 

B) That the Clerk open savings accounts with the Hampshire 
Trust Bank, and the Hodge Bank taking advantage of the fixed 
term higher rate of interest facilities.  Exact deposit amounts to 
be confirmed with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee once final spending decisions 
and reserves are accounted for. 

C) That the Clerk be given delegated authority to manage the 
transfer of balances between accounts to maintain the 
insurance cover levels, subject to reports being brought back 
to Finance Committee or Council when such action is taken. 

 
138/2019 To consider the status of the Traffic and Transport Group 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the group be maintained as a working group with 
membership to be formally appointed at the Annual Meeting. 
 

139/2019 VE Day Celebrations update 
 

The Chair of the Events Steering Group reported on progress with 
booking acts and stalls etc.  It had been considered at a meeting of the 
group that the budget set was not enough and Council was asked to 
consider allowing more from reserves. 
 
The Clerk advised that £2,500 was already held in reserves for this 
event and that the whole event was likely to cost £10/11k.  No 
response from the grant requests had been received as yet. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That an additional £6,000 be set aside in reserves to fund the 
event. 
 

The meeting adjourned for 5 minutes and reconvened at 20:15 hours. 
 
140/2019 Offer from Westerman Homes to resurface the driveway at albany 

allotments site 
 

Councillors considered that matter an concerns were raised that there 
was potentially a conflict of interest as the developer had submitted 
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their phase 2 planning application which the Council would need to 
consider in the near future.  For the sake of maintaining an unbiased 
position it was moved and seconded that this item be deferred until 
after the planning application had been dealt with. 
 
A recorded vote having been requested, the voting was as follows: 
 
For the motion to defer: Cllrs Bofinger, Browne, J Hallam, Kearney, 
MacRae, Needham, Paterson (7) 
Against: Cllrs Briggs, Frost, Goold, Grindell, T Hallam (5) 
Abstentions: Cllr Hallam-Davies (1) 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the item be deferred to a future meeting. 
 

141/2019 Motion to create Social Media Accounts for the Town Council 

Proposed: Councillor Ella Kearney 

Seconded: Councillor Teresa Needham 

According to the LGA, nearly all Councils have at least one Facebook 
and one Twitter account. Indeed, most other Councils in the Borough 
(Broxtowe Borough Council, Kimberley Town Council, Eastwood Town 
Council, Awsworth Parish Council and Nuthall Parish Council) now 
have social media accounts on Facebook and/or Twitter. 

This Council notes the following benefits of opening social media 
accounts: 

1. Low cost marketing for the Town Council 

2. Likely increase in uptake of allotment tenancies & lettings bookings 

3. Help to foster a positive public image of the Council, through 
promoting the work of the Council, to a much wider audience, readily 
available audience. 

4. Promote traffic to the website through sharing 

5. Provide instant information to the people of Stapleford on 
emergencies and planned disruptions e.g. road closures, passing of the 
Monarch etc. 

6. Open an easy dialogue with the community to hear their ideas and 
concerns 
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7. Possible increase in community engagement with working groups 
and projects such as Events, Traffic and Transport, and the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

8. Efficient way of providing customer support 

9. Consistency in messaging 

RESOLVED: 

1. That a Social Media policy with a clear aim, scope and definition 
alongside guidelines for staff and for Councillors be introduced. This 
will expressly state that it is to be managed, monitored and accessed 
by staff members. Councillors will not have access to Town Council 
social media accounts. 

2. That a social media strategy be included within the Council’s 
upcoming strategy plan & ensure this interfaces well with the customer 
service and marketing plans within the overall strategy. 

3. That a Facebook Page be created for the Town Council to establish 
a social media presence and connection in the first instance. 

4. That, at a later date, a Twitter account be created to expand social 
media reach, should staff working hours allow (at a time deemed 
appropriate by the Town Clerk i.e. when the Facebook Page is being 
effectively managed and teething problems have been ironed out). 

5. That the need to provide appropriate staff training, if necessary, in 
social media marketing and/or customer service be considered. 

142/2019 Consulation on proposed renewal of existing Public Spaces 
Protection Order (PSPO), Stapleford town centre 

RESOLVED: 

That the Council supports the renewal of the PSPO 

143/2019 Consultation on The Local Waste Plan for Nottinghamshire 

RESOLVED: 

That Councillor Needham draft a response for consideration at the 
next meeting. 

144/2019 Request for the Council to establish a Blue Plaque programme 
 

Councillors considered the merits of the proposal and felt it needed 
more in depth discussion.  There were clearly people in the community 
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that could support this and referral to the Events Steering Group would 
enable them to take part. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the item be referred to the Events Steering Group.   

 
145/2019 Exclusion of press and public 

 
  It was moved and seconded and 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be 
excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following 
item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
146/2019 Staffing Matters 

 
Councillors considered the report of the Town Clerk. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the Living Wage pay increase for post no.s STC03 and 

STC04 be implemented with immediate effect and backdated to 
11 November 2019.  Future incremental changes to be 
automatically applied going forward. 

b) That the remainder of the report be deferred to a future 
meeting and referred to the HR Committee for detailed 
consideration beforehand. 

 
147/2019 Date of next meeting 

 
The next ordinary meeting of Stapleford Town Council to be held on 3rd 
April at 7.00 pm. 
 

 
The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 21:38pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed ____________________________     Date __________________________ 

 
 


