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STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES  FRIDAY  18 October 2019                         

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on 18 October 2019 at 7pm at the 
Carnegie Centre, Warren Avenue, Stapleford, Notts          
   
Present:   

Cllr J Briggs 
Cllr B Browne 
Cllr R Darby (Mayor) 
Cllr E Epton 
Cllr S Frost 
Cllr J Goold  
Cllr D Grindell  
Cllr J Hallam  
 

Cllr T Hallam 
Cllr P Hallam-Davies 
Cllr E Kearney 
Cllr R MacRae 
Cllr J McGrath 
Cllr T Needham 
Cllr S Paterson 
 

 
Minutes:  Sabrina Doherty (Town Clerk) 
 
81/2019 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received from:- Cllrs E Atherton and J 
Hawkins 

 
82/2019 Declarations of interest  

Cllrs Darby, Goold, Grindell, T.Hallam, MacRae and McGrath declared 
a personal interest as Borough Councillors in any discussion relating to 
Broxtowe Borough Council. 
 
Cllrs R Darby and J Goold declared a personal interest as allotment 
holders in any matters affecting the allotments. 
 
Cllr Grindell declared a personal interest as a member of the Borough 
Council’s Planning Committee and in relation to agenda item 23c) as an 
organiser of the Hemlock Happening event. 
 
Cllr T Hallam declared a personal interest in agenda item 23 c) in relation 
to Hemlock Happening and agenda item 25.  He left the meeting prior to 
discussion on item 25. 
 
Cllrs J Hallam and P Hallam-Davies declared a personal interest in 
agenda item 25.  They both left the meeting prior to discussion on the 
item. 
 
Councillor J McGrath Declared a personal interest as a member of the 
Borough Council’s Planning Committee. 
 

83/2019   Mayors Announcements 
 

The Mayor stated that he’d been to a number of events recently and 
would be attending the Dig In event on Saturday where he would meet 
the Broxtowe Mayor. 
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84/2019 Public Participation Session 
 

There had been no notifications from members of the public wishing to 
speak. 
 

85/2019 Reports from Borough and County Councillors 
 

The Clerk reported that this was a new item going forward on each 
agenda and that County and Borough Councillors would be invited to 
provide updates on issues relevant to Stapleford. 
 
There were no County Councillors present.  The Borough Councillors 
agreed that they would provide a report relevant to the committees that 
they sat on at the Borough Council to avoid duplication. 
 

86/2019 Minutes from the previous meeting 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 6 September 
2019 be confirmed and signed as a correct record. 
 

87/2019 Matters Arising 
 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

88/2019 Report of the Clerk 
 

I. Allotments 
 
The Clerk reported that she had toured the 5 sites and been 
attending to some maintenance issues.  The office team had 
been contacting people on the waiting lists and booking 
appointments to show prospective tenants around.  It was hoped 
that a number of allotments had been let as a part of this 
process.  Follow up action was required for confirmation.  There 
were a number of ideas that she had to help let plots including 
splitting plots to more manageable sizes for people who were 
working.  These would be put to the Allotments Steering Group 
for consideration. 
 

II. End of Year Audit 2018/19 
 
The Clerk reported that the Audit opinion had been received.  
There were no issues of concern and the certification had been 
displayed on noticeboards and the website as required. 
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III. Fire Alarm Service 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the Fire Alarm Service had been 
carried out this year. 
 

89/2019 Planning Applications 
 

Outline Application to construct dwellings with associated 
parking (all matters reserved except for access) – Land adjacent 
271A-271D Ilkeston Road, Stapleford 
 
Members considered the application and raised concerns about the 
access having not been considered in relation to the Fields Farm 
Development opposite. 
 
Concerns were raised that there wasn’t enough detail to make a 
decision.  The Clerk explained that this was an outline application to 
determine if Councillors were happy with the principle of a development 
in this location and that a further full detail application would be 
submitted at a later stage which would come back to the Council for 
consultation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Council object to the planning application on highway 
grounds. 
 

90/2019     Minutes of Standing Committees and Working Parties of the Town  
Council 
 
The Chair of each committee and working party gave a brief overview 
of what was discussed at the meetings. 
 
Councillor Grindell wished to thank Councillors Frost and Needham for 
their input into the Neighbourhood Plan to date.  He felt they had done 
a brilliant job in bringing it forward. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the following meetings be received and the 
recommendations therein be approved. 
 
a) Planning and Environment Committee – 9 September and 7 

October 2019 
b) Finance and General Purposes Committee – 11 September 2019 
c) Events Steering Group – 24 September 2019 
d) Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group – 2 October 2019 
e) Human Resources and Policy Review Committee – 16 July 2019 
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91/2019 Terms of Reference 
 

Councillors considered the terms of reference as drafted by the Clerk.  
Concerns were raised over Committees making decisions without 
reference back to Full Council.  A discussion on the purpose of 
Committees and what was acceptable practice was had.  It was agreed 
to amend the quorum for Planning and Environment Committee to 6 to 
make decisions or 3 to make recommendations back to Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That, subject to the above amendment, the Terms of Reference for 
Planning and Environment Committee, Finance and General Purposes 
Committee and Human Resources and Policy Review Committee be 
approved. 
 

92/2019 Consultation received from Broxtowe Borough Council in respect  
of – Proposed removal of public payphone corner or Pinfold 
Lane/Nottingham Road, Stapleford 

 
Councillors discussed the proposal and noted that the phone box had 
been used for unsavoury activities in the past.  Whilst it was considered 
a positive action to remove it so that these activities ceased, there was 
concern over where the next available phone was in the event 
someone needed to make a call to the emergency services. 
 
Call stats had not been made available with the consultation letter and 
Councillors wished to see these before making a decision on whether 
to object.  Ideas about a replacement emergency facility were 
discussed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Council’s views be made known to the Borough Council. 

 
93/2019     Appointment of Councillors to Groups and Committees 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the following appointments be approved: 
 
a) Allotments Steering Group 

Councillors J Goold, J Hawkins and S Paterson 
Non-voting members: 
5 site representatives (one from each site) 
1 representative each from the Garden Holders Association and the 
Dig in Project. 
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b) Climate Emergency Committee 
(additional members to Planning and Environment Committee 
following agreement to merge) 
Councillors J Briggs and B Browne 
 

c) Events Steering Group 
Councillors S Frost, J Goold, P Hallam-Davies, E Kearney, R 
MacRae and S Paterson  
 

94/2019 Proposal to create a memorial garden alongside the river Erewash 
 
Consideration was given to a proposal to create a memorial garden to 
improve a floodplain area alongside the river.  Councillor J McGrath 
had been making enquiries about the landowner and Councillor Frost 
suggested that there were a lot of local people interested in getting 
involved with this project. 
 
The Council could seek grant funding for the project from FCC 
Community Action Fund however there were conditions attached to this 
requiring the Council to have a management agreement or lease for 
the land.  There would also need to be a third party donor to pay the 
fee of 10.75% of the grant to the waste company.  The deadline for this 
round of bids was 11 December 2019. 
 
Councillors were supportive of the proposals, however further details 
were required before a commitment could be made. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the item be brought back to a future meeting once further details 
were known. 
 

95/2019    To consider arrangements for VE and VJ Day celebrations 
 
A report from #StaplefordRemembers had been circulated with the 
agenda.  Councillors discussed a couple of ideas but felt it should be 
considered at the Events Steering Group Meeting before coming back 
to Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That this item be deferred until after the Events Steering Group had 
met. 
 

96/2019    Financial Statement 
 
Councillors noted the bank balance as at 10 October 2019 as follows: 
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Current account balance: £45,287.48 
Savings Account balance: £131,866.09 
Total cash at bank: £177,153.57 
 

97/2019 Proposal to update the Council’s IT infrastructure, change the  
domain name and improvements to the Carnegie Centre 

 
 Councillors considered the report of the Clerk.  A discussion was held  

on the proposed software and it was suggested that the element 
relating to Councillors be delayed for further discussion.  Councillors 
noted that the current office subscription had expired and so action was 
required.  It was also felt that the website needed updating and social 
media would be beneficial.  It was requested that the Clerk try to shop 
locally for the laptops. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the Council purchase O365 subscriptions for the Clerk and the 

Admin and Finance Assistant using the lower cost upfront payment 
option set out in the report. 

b) That a change of domain address to www.stapleford-tc.gov.uk and 
creation of a new website be approved. 

c) That the Clerk select a new hosting provider. 
d) That the clerk be authorised to seek costings and grant funding 

opportunities for changes to the Carnegie Centre as set out in the 
report. 
 

98/2019 Approval of Accounts for Payment 
 

Councillors considered the list of payments made. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the schedule of payments attached as appendix 1 to these 
minutes be approved. 

 
99/2019 Garden Competition Awards 

 
The Clerk reported that feedback from the evening held in September 
had been very positive and Councillors who were in attendance 
confirmed they had been told it was ‘the best one ever’.  Councillors 
discussed the merits of having a separate evening as previously it had 
been held prior to a Council meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the competition be continued in 2020 and that the details of the 
competition be considered at a future Events Steering Group. 

 

http://www.stapleford-tc.gov.uk/


 

7 
 

STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES  FRIDAY  18 October 2019                         

100/2019 Accessibility at the Pinfold Lane end of Public Footpath No11 
 

Councillor Browne raised concerns that the new works at Aldi had 
resulted in the end of public footpath no11 being a set of steps which 
was not accessible for people in wheelchairs and mobility scooters etc.  
Whilst the pathway outside of Aldi had been completed really well he 
felt this fell short of what should have been implemented. 
 
A discussion was held on the planning process followed and the 
accessibility issues that would be caused with adding a slope. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Town Council’s concerns be expressed to the County Council. 

 
101/2019 Proposal to join the National Association of Local Councils  

(NALC) 
 
Councillors considered the proposal to join NALC.  The benefits of 
joining were explained and the joining options discussed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Council join NALC on the 6 month subscription option at a 
cost of £1,092.20. 

 
102/2019 Non-attendance of a Councillor for six months 
 

Councillors considered the report of the Clerk.  It was confirmed that, 
despite repeated attempts, no contact had been received from 
Councillor C Boothman since signing her declaration of acceptance of 
office. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That, upon the expiry of the 6 month period on 14 November 2019, a 
casual vacany be declared. 

 
103/2019 Correspondence 
 

a) Request from local resident to sell copies of her book from the 
Council Offices in support of St Peters Church in Nottingham 
 
Councillors considered the request but felt unable to support it due 
to the Church not being in the Stapleford parish. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the request not be supported. 
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b) Request from 2 community groups for a reduction in charges for 
room hire at the Carnegie Civic and Community Centre 
 
Councillors considered the request but felt that the groups were 
already getting a good rate when compared to other venues and 
therefore could not support them with the rent reduction or discount.  
However they wished for the groups to be advised that we could 
support them with grant funding if they wished to apply to the Town 
Council under S137. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the request not be supported but that grant funding 

assistance be offered to the groups. 
b) That the Clerk circulate information relating to S137 grant 

funding to all Councillors for information. 
 

c) Request for the Council to provide increased funding to the 
Christmas Lights Switch on event and support Hemlock Happening 
and Stapleford Play Day in 2020 
 
Councillors considered the request and felt that more information 
was needed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Alex Khan be invited to a future meeting to provide further 
information on each of the events and what the money would be 
used for. 

 
104/2019 Exclusion of press and public 

 
  It was moved and seconded and 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be 
excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following 
item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
The Council adjourned for a period of 10 minutes to allow members of the public to 
leave.  The meeting reconvened at 10:45pm. 
 
105/2019 Complaints 

 
The Clerk provided information relating to complaints that had been 
received by the Council.   
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106/2019 Date of next meeting 
 

The next Meeting of Stapleford Town Council to be held on 29th 
November 2019 at 7.00 pm. 
 

 
The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 23:03pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed ____________________________     Date __________________________ 

 
 


